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Disclaimers and Copyrights 


Any and all opinions expressed here are those of the contributor alone, and are not meant 
to reflect in any way, shape, or form, implied or otherwise, the opinions or beliefs of the 
fraternity of Freemasonry as a whole. I do not speak for the Grand Lodge of Oregon. 

Do you know of someone that would like to receive this? Please, ask them to send me an e- 
mail @ < richard candy(5)msn.com >■ That way I will have their e-mail address without any 
problem. If you do not want to receive this e-letter just hit reply and say, "No thanks". I will 
remove you from my email list at soon as I can. 

I don't agree with everything in this Newsletter. It shows different opinions in different 
areas of the world. Remember, Masonry is World Wide. Masonry is different, but it's the same. 
Read this and think. I am not saying it's better, right or wrong, just different! I would like to 
have some feedback. What are your ideas about these subjects? Do you agree? Do you 
disagree? Please, give me your ideas. I hope you enjoy!! 


Page 5, "The Midnight Freemason"— Mindfulness and the Working Tools 

Page 11, CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED-ELEVEN 

PAUL W. SORENSEN, Grand Master, 1969-1970 

Page 16, CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED-TWELVE 

B. DOT DOTSON, Grand Master, 1970-1971 

Page 21, CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED-THIRTEEN 

MARTIN S. SICHEL, Grand Master, 1971-1972 

Page 23. Tracing Boards 

Page 25 TODAY in Masonic History: 

Page 26, On The Level-The rise and quiet fall of the Masons in Idaho 

"A Moral Order, instituted by virtuous men, with the praiseworthy design of 
recalling to our remembrance the most sublime truths, in the midst of the most 
innocent and social pleasures, founded on liberality, brotherly love and charity." 


https ://www. boiseweekly. com/boise/on-the-le vet/Con ten t ?oid=936732 


2 





1. Cached 



stA t t or ore go|( , 


1859 


www.OreaonFreemasonrv.com 





Most of the information I publish is on the internet. I will try to list the 
internet address of each article and I would hope that you would at least go 
there and check them out. We have so much information out there that I 
would like to get to you but I just can't do it all. Please, subscribe to a 
couple of these sites and see what you are missing. Without discussion, we 
will go stagnate. We need new ideas to keep our fraternity alive. 

Let me know what you think. 

dt 


You can read a lot more, about Freemasonry by subscribing to < The Midnight 
Freemason> . I can’t publish everything they put on the web. It would be nice if everyone 
could just subscribe to them. They put out a lot of information each month. You may not 
agree with everything they say, I don’t, but it’s all a fresh, different view of Masonry. 
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The Midnight Freemason 




The 

Midnight 

Freemasons 


A group of Master Masons talk about topics of Masonic interest--each from their own unique perspective. You'll find a wide 
range of subjects including history, trivia, travel, book reviews, great quotes, and hopefully a little humor as well on 
topics of interest for Freemasons and those interested in the subject of Freemasonry. 


Midnight Freemasons- 

James Madison's Enigmatic Masonic Ties 

By Midnight Freemason Contributor 

Steven L. Harrison, 33°, FMLR 
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Was James 
Madison a Brother? 


”/ htitv had no opportunity of l onpralulalinp 


f 


James Madison has never been proven to have been a member of the Craft and is never listed 
among the presidents who have been; but evidence can be found to support the position that 
he was a Brother. So what's the final verdict.... was James Madison a Freemason? 

John Francis Mercer, a former congressman who eventually became governor of Maryland, 
wrote a letter to James Madison on February 11,1795. In it, he asked Madison to encourage 
John Fenton Mercer, his nephew, to pursue a military career. In closing the letter, Mercer 
congratulated Madison on becoming a Freemason. 

In addition to this letter, there has been some other evidence to support Madison's 
membership in the Fraternity. John Dove, an early Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia said Madison was one of the original founders of Hiram Lodge 59 in 1800 and became 
a charter member. All records of Hiram Lodge, unfortunately, have been lost. On Sept 20, 
1817, Madison marched in procession with Charlottesville Lodge 90 and Widow's Son Lodge 
60 to lay the cornerstone of Central College at Charlottesville (later the University of Virginia). 
Perhaps most telling, however, were the attacks made on Madison during the anti-Masonic 
period. 

Mercer's letter is vague in places and his handwriting is sloppy. He clearly invites Madison to 
attend Lodge while his wife Sophia entertains Madison's wife Dolley. James and Dolley had 
wed just months before, prompting Mercer to was not-so-eloquently on the institution of 
marriage, and to congratulate Madison on his marrying her. The paragraph in question reads 
as follows: 

"I have had no opportunity of congratulating you before on your becoming a free mason a 
very ancient and honorable fraternity — i hold a lodge on your road perhaps let me take you 
sometime by the hand in it & let Mrs. Mercer welcome the fair prophetess [Dolley] who but 
cements you to the true faith — a man who has got his head somewhat clear of a large load 
of lead in politics [Mercer had recently resigned from Congress] — feels of course a little light 
headed to that you must attribute my levity of this style which is only intended to apprise you 
of my respect of friendship for you ." 
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"I /i«»r /ir/r/ #10 opportunity of congratulating 
you before on your becoming a free mason " 


So Mercer, definitely a Freemason, applauded Madison on becoming a member and invited 
him to go to a Lodge meeting. This letter, along with Madison's other Masonic ties could 
confirm he was a Freemason: end of story. 

Not exactly. 

Mercer himself notes the letter is written in the spirit of levity. The question is, where was he 
joking and where was he serious? He was clearly serious about asking Madison to intervene 
with his nephew, but in the net paragraph was he serious in his delight Madison has become 
a Mason? Its too bad Mercer didn't use emojis. 

Some scholars believe Mercer was lightheartedly comparing marriage to the act of joining the 
fraternity — a stretch, to be sure. Such scholars must not be Freemasons, who don't consider 
joining the fraternity a joking matter. Still, "/ hold a Lodge on your road" might refer to 
Marker's home, and he might have been inviting Madison and the fair prophetess Dolley, 
clearly meant to be humorous, to visit. As a result, one might conclude Mercer is joking about 
Freemasonry. One might also conclude Mercer had one strange sense of humor. 

The overthinking that has gone into this letter negates the Occam's razor principle which 
would quickly lead to the conclusion Mercer thought Madison was a Freemason — and he 
was. 

There is yet another possibility. Mercer thought Madison was a Freemason but he was not. 

To further confuse the matter, another letter exists which contradicts Mercer's letter. In 
1831, Madison wrote Stephen Bates in response to Bates' inquiry about Madison's 
involvement in Freemasonry. A little context regarding this letter is helpful. First, it is in no 
way related to Mercer's letter, written 36 years prior; second, Madison was in ill-health at its 
writing and actually dictated the letter to his secretary J.C. Payne; finally, the letter was 
written at the peak of the anti-Masonic fervor sweeping the United States at the time. 
Madison begins the letter by apologizing for a slow response, citing his health as the reason. 
He then addresses Freemasonry: 
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"...ignorant ass I was of the true character of Masonry and little informed as I was of the 
grounds on which its extermination was contended for, and incapable as I was and am, in my 
situation of investigating the controversy. I never was a mason, and no one perhaps could be 
more a stranger to the principles, rites and fruits of the institution I had never regarded it a 
dangerous or notorious (noxious?); nor on the other hand as deriving importance from any 
thing publicly known of it. From the number and character of those who now support the 
changes against Masonry I cannot doubt that it is at least susceptible of abuse outweighing 
any advantage promised by its patrons." 
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"/ never was a mason " 


So, to paraphrase this cornucopia of run-on sentences, Madison says he is in no position to 
investigate the anti-Masonic movement. He claims he never regarded it as dangerous. He 
concludes, given the character of those who are against it, its disadvantages outweigh its 
advantages. 

So, that does it. Madison was not a Freemason and even appeared to be jumping on the anti- 
Masonic bandwagon; end of story. 


Not so fast. 


At the writing of this letter anti-Masonic sentiment was oozing out of every crevice in the 
country. According to William R. Denslow, in his iconic series 10,000 Famous Freemasons, 
Madison was under pressure, being taunted by the anti-Masonic movement. In that context, 
this might be interpreted as a politician's answer. Politicians lie today and no doubt 
politicians lied then: 
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"I am not a crook..." 


"I never had sex with that woman..." 
"I never was a Freemason..." 


It may also be significant that Madison did not write this letter himself. J.C.Payne, his 
secretary, was the author. He may have transcribed it wor-for-word or he may have advised 
or persuaded Madison, 80 and in ill-health at the time, to deny membership for political 
purposes. 

This is not a settled matter. Those claiming definitively either that James Madison was or was 
not a Freemason are off base. Denslow and others have documented the fact Madison over 
time had been involved in activities with Freemasons. It is just not certain what the extent of 
those activities was. 


One final thing... no one likes unanswered questions, but for now, there are no good answers. 
Suppose, however, membership documents from Hiram Lodge or some other proof comes to 
light showing Madison to be a Mason. Here is a man who not only publicly denied his 
membership but said the bad outweighs the good in Freemasonry and sided with the anti- 
Masonic movement. If Madison is a Brother, that's disappointing. 


Still, if the aforementioned Occam's razor principle comes into play one could conclude that 
Madison said he was never a Freemasons, so he was not a Freemason. Period. Pending other 
documentation proving otherwise, perhaps it is best to leave it at that. 


Full transcripts and copies of the letters in question are available at: 

https://0neminutemas0n.bl0gsp0t.c0m/20iQ/04/the-madis0n-mercer-bates-letters.html 


~SLH 


Bro. Steve Harrison, 33°, is Past Master of Liberty Lodge #31, Liberty, Missouri. He is also a 
Fellow and Past Master of the Missouri Lodge of Research. Among his other Masonic 
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memberships are the St. Joseph Missouri Valley of the Scottish Rite, Liberty York Rite bodies, 
and Moila Shrine. He is also a member and Past Dean of the DeMolay Legion of Honor. Brother 
Harrison is a regular contributor to the Midnight Freemasons blog as well as several other 
Masonic publications. Brother Steve was Editor of the Missouri Freemason magazine for a 
decade and is a regular contributor of the Whence Came You podcast. Born in Indiana, he has a 
Master's Degree from Indiana University and is retired from a 35-year career in information 
technology. Steve and his wife Carolyn reside in northwest Missouri. He is the author of dozens 
of magazine articles and three books: Freemasonry Crosses the Mississippi, Freemasons — 
Tales From the Craft and Freemasons at Oak Island. 


www.masonicrestorationfoundation.org 
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www.thesquaremagazine.com 



Quatuor Coronati 


Lodge No. 2076 


www.quatuorcoronati.com 



www.masoMichosting.co.uk/Ashlar/ 


TODAY in Masonic History: 

Let’s Go To Lodge Tonight 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN, 
PAUL W. SORENSEN GRAND MASTER 

1969-1970 


Paul Sorensen was born July 20,1912 in Lincoln County, Washington. He was the youngest of 
seven children born to Anna Julia and Carl Anker Sorensen, naturalized citizens from 
Denmark. 

He had a high school record of considerable versatility - including activity in dramatics, 
lettering in football and president of the senior class. He graduated in 1931 from Wilbur High 
School and he furthered his education at the University of Washington from 1937 to 1939 
where he continued his activity in sports, particularly football and crew. 

Paul W. Sorensen married Lillian June Davidson of Colville, Washington on August 2,1941. 
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In the early days of World War II, he was with contractors of Pacific Naval Air Bases working 
out of Honolulu, Hawaii. In May 1944. He began working with Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Company and later transferred to Pacific Northwest Bell Telephone Company. 

M.W. Brother Paul W. Sorensen was for years a ruling elder of the Presbyterian Church at 
Pendleton, Oregon. 

He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Maon on December 11,1950 in Pendleton 
Lodge No. 52. He progressed through the offices of that Lodge to become Worshipful Master 
in 1956. He served as District Deputy of the Grand Master for District 19 from 1959 to 1962. 
He was appointed Senior Grand Deacon, 1966-67; elected Junior Grand Warden 1967-68; 
Senior Grand Warden 1968-69; and M.W. Grand Master 1969-70 of the Grand Lodge of 
A.F.&A.M. of Oregon. 

In what was believed to be possibly a record for distance traveled to exemplify a degree, 
W.M. William R. Ward of Wahington Lodge No. 46, accompanied by 36 members of Portland 
area Lodges, made an October 4 trip to Lewiston, Idaho, to confer a Master Mason Degree. In 
all, more than 200 Brethren were in attendance. Wives of line officers prepared a roast beef 
dinner dor the occaion, and it was served by Lewiston Bethel girls. The Seniuor DeMolay 
Degree team conferred the first section of the subsequent Degree. Washington Lodge No. 46 
conferred the secondsection in costume. 

The April 5,1970 dedication of the new home of the Grand Lodge of Oregon drew hundreds 
of Masons and their families to the Forest Grove location. The original children's home had 
been completely remodeled to accommodate the offices of the Grand Secretary and his staff, 
the Grand Lodge library, and museum. The "Open House" began at the Masonic and Eastern 
Star Home at 1:00 a.m. with a church service under direction of R.W. Virgil A. Rogers, Grand 
Chaplain, and Grace George, Grand Chaplain. The O.E.S. Formal dedication of the new facility 
took place on the porch of the Grand Lodge office at 1:00 pm. The program wa followed by 
lunch. Upon completion of the formal program, visitors availed themselves of the 
opportunity of touring the Masonic and Eastern Star Home. 


One Hundred Twentieth Annual Communication, At Portland, 1970 


Grand Master Paul W. Sorensen opened Grand Lodge June 10,1970 with representatives 
present from 178 Chartered Lodges. 

The Grand Master's message was delivered in a compreshensive but compact fashion. He 
heartily complimented the Distrixt Deputies for the manner in which they had carried out the 
Grand Lodge program. In commenting on the newly proposed stamp program decised to raise 
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money for the Masonic and Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund, he made the following 
statement: 

"The stamp program, inaugurated to stimulate contributions to the Masonic and 
Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund, though planned and managed by dedicated 
Brethren on the Endowment Committee, has encountered difficulties in the 
preparation of a sufficiently colorful photo that would adequately depict our home, 
which, together with inflationary trends, has delayed production. However, the stamp 
should be available soon, and will undougtedly provide a much-needed source of 
income for our M.E.S.H. Endowment Fund." 


The Grand Master touched on the work and accomplishment of the year in other important 
phases of the Grand Lodge program such as public schools, the Masonic Blood Bank, the 
Lodge Management Advisory Committee, the youth groups and the District Deputy seminars. 

W. Brother Robert F. Smith's Grand Oration was timely and thought provoking in reflecting 
society's problems and challenges of the day. Two paragraphs of his talk expressed in succinct 
manner his analysis of the widespread unrest on college campuses and elsewhere: 

"It is true - this country was born in revolution, but the cause was freedom, not 
anarchy, and the aim was to build a nation of laws, not to create a condition of 
tyranny. Those who preach revolution today are advocating a tyranny of the mob, 
where might makes right and where no man is safe in his own home. 

"The founding fathers were not destroyers. They built a nation, but today's domestic 
revolutionaries are like little kids taking apart an alarm clock. Success to them is 
finding a way to stop the ticking, but they haven't the vaguest idea of how to put the 
clock together again. 

"They can rebuild none of what they would so carelessly destroy." 

Constituent Lodges also again rejected a proposal to change the date of the annual 
communication from the second Wednesday in June of each year to the second Wednesday 
in November. The Committee on Jurisprudence had recommended against the change. 

By a vote of 442 to 7, the delegates overwhelmingly endorsed making the Committee on 
Youth Activities a Code committee. 

The most involved piece of legislation was adoption of a resolution providing for statewide 
concurrent jurisdiction, exclusive of military Lodges. This also changed a by-law to require an 
eight-week period between receipt of a petition and a vote there on, again excepting military 
Lodges. The adoption of the resolution necessitated the repeal or the amendment of some 25 
to 30 parts of the Code having a bearing, directly or indirectly, on the matter of jurisdiction. 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWELVE 
B. DOT DOTSON, GRAND MASTER, 

1970-1971 


B. Dot Dotson was born December 22,1899 in Yates Center, Kansas the third of four children 
born to albert B. and Lillian Dotson. After immigrating by covered wagon to Alice, Texas in 
the fall of 1908, the family moved to Eugene, Oregon the following year. Here Dot Dotson 
completed grade school and high school and attended the University of Oregon. 
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His return from service in World War I included a brief period as a clerk with the Southern 
Pacific Company followed by a dozen years as a bank clerk. In 1931, he opened a camera 
store and photo finishing plant, which was to become a long-time Eugene enterprise. 

In 1930, Dot Dotson married Elsie McHoes in Eugene. Their family consisted of three children: 
daughter Barbara and sons James and John. 

His Masonic record is comprehensive. Raised in Eugene Lodge No. 11 on November 11,1924 
he served as Worshipful Master of that Lodge in 1932. Nearly 40 years later he assisted in the 
organization of Emerald Lodge No. 222 and served as its first Worshipful Master while jit was 
under dispensation. 

He was appointed District Deputy of the Grand Master for District No. 9 in 1955 and he 
continued in that capacity for ten years. In 1965, he was appointed Senior Grand Steward. A 
A 1967 appointment as Senior Grand Deacon led to his election as Junior Grand Warden in 
1968. The normal continuity of Grand Lodge Officers; progress was disrupted by the death of 
R.W. Brother Wilford C. Long, resulting in R.W. Brother Dot Dotson's election to serve as 
Deputy Grand Master in 1969. The following year he was elected Grand Master. 

M.W. Brother Dotson was an Honorary Legion of Honor Member of DeMolay, Deputy and 
Executive Officer of DeMolay in Oregon. 

A noteworthy development took place on the evening of October 8,1970 in Lents Lodge No. 
156. The occasion was the presentation of Life Memberships to six of the York family by the 
1938 Past Master of Lents Lodge, R.W. Brother Edwin L. York. Five of the participants were 
blood brothers: Edwin, James, Frederick, George and Tom. Two other recipients were James' 
son Phil and Frederick's son Robert. M.W. Brother B. Dot Dotson and several of his Grand 
Lodge Officers were on hand for the occasion, including P.G.M. Alfred B. Holmes, current 
Grand Orator, whose home Lodge was Lents No. 156. 

With reference to our Nation's involvement in the Southeast Asian War, the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon passed a resolution concerning United States service men being held as prisoners of 
war by the North Vietnamese. Senator Hatfield submitted the resolution along with an 
amendment he was sponsoring to end the war - Senate Amendment No. 609 to H.R. 17123. 
The resolution was printed in its entirety in the Congressional Record of August 18,1970. 

The Annual Interstate Reception was held January 15,1971, at which time it was the pleasure 
of M.W. Brother Dotson and his Grand Lodge Officers to welcome the Grand Officers of 
Idaho. Washington and British Columbia at the temple of Friendship Lodge No. 160 in 
Portland. The following evening the Lodges of District 19 of the Washington Jurisdiction 
reciprocated by hosting a gathering of the same Brethren at the Vancouver, Washington 
Temple. 

A year earlier, at the time of the dedication of the new Grand Lodge offices at forest Grove, 
Brother Leonard B. Judson had presented a check to The Grand Lodge Trustees along with the 


16 



suggestion that it be used for some good purpose in connection with the new facilities. 
Brother Judson was a life member of Pacific Lodge No. 50 and a charter and life member of 
Vista Lodge No. 215. Numerous worthwhile uses had been considered for Brother Judson's 
generous gift, but ultimately the Trustees decided to furnish the new conference room with 
new furniture. The result was a beautiful 12 ft. oak table and twelve oak chairs with 
upholstered seats and backs. On Saturday, April 10,1971 the Trustees interrupted their 
monthly meeting long enough to have a well-deserved service of recognition in honor of the 
generous donor who, together with some of his Brethren from Salem, had come up for the 
event. 


One Hundred Twenty-First Annual Communication, At Eugene, 1971 


Grand Master B. Dot Dotson opened the Grand Lodge June 9,1971 in Annual Communication 
with representato9ves present from 167 Chartered Lodges. 

After the traditional opening ceremonies, M.W. Brother B. Dot Dotson delivered his "Grand 
Master's Message." This address, traditionally an account of the endeavors, accomplishments 
and progress, first discussed and emphasized the importance of the series of seminars held 
each year for the training of the District Deputies. M.W. Brother Dotson's message then 
commented briefly on District meetings. Youth Organizations, the Grand Lodge History, the 
Masonic and Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund and the stamp program in connection with 
it. He recounted his personal visits to annual communications in six other Grand Jurisdictions, 
and his representation by proxy in two others. He also included mention of attending the 
annual Tri-State Conference of the three jurisdictions here in the Pacific Northwest, and the 
Conference of Grand Masters of America in Washington, D.C. 

A measure to require material prepared by the Grand Historian to be subject to final approval 
by the Grand Lodge Trustees was passed. Legislation was passed stipulating that in cases of 
balloting on petitions other than those for the Degrees, The vote could be taken after a 
favorable Committee of Investigation report and after four weeks from the date the petition 
was accepted by Lodge. 

Delegates again voted against a proposed $1.00 increase in the Grand Lodge per capita. In 
response to this second defeat of the measure, the Grand Lodge Trustees submitted a 
resolution, that a 50-cent per capita increase be charged to all Lodges on the membership 
reported, as of December 31,1970, to be paid with the annual dues for the year 1972. The 
resolution further stipulated that a committee be appointed by the Grand Master to study 
the financial situation and make recommendations for legislation to be introduced at the 
1972 Annual Communication to bring operation costs and income into agreement. This 
resolution passed. 
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN 
MARTIN S. SICHEL, GRAND MASTER, 

1971-1972 


Martin Sigmund Sichel was born in Portland, Oregon, September 1,1900. He completed 
public grade school there and went on to graduate from the old Lincoln High School in the 
building later taken over by Portland State College. He attained a BA degree from the 
University of Oregon and his M.D. degree at the Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons 
in New York City. Following his internship he served three years as a resident surgeon in the 
Minneapolis Generaal Hospital. Returning to Portland he engaged for many years in the 
practice of obstetrics and gynecology. IHe was a past president of the Oregon Socciety of 
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Obstetricians and Gynecologists and a past president of the Washington State Obsterical 
Society. He was a life member of the American College of Surgeons, the Oregon Medical 
Association and the Pacific Northwest Obstetrical and Gynecological Association. 

In 1931, Dr. Sichel married Nancy Boyer, formerly of Helena, Montana. Their family consisted 
of a son Richard and a daughter Joan. 

Martin S. Sichel was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in Portland Lodge No. 55 
in March 1940. World War II delayed active work in his Lodge. He served 18 months in North 
Africa and Italy. He was discharged from the Army Medical Corps Reserve as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1955. 

He became an Honorary member and Honorary Past Master of Willamette Lodge No. 2 as 
well as an honorary member of Washington Lodge No. 4, F. & A. M. of Vancouver, 
Washington. He was appointed District Deputy of District No. 1 in 1958 serving in that 
capacity for ten yearsd. In June 1968, he was appointed Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand 
Lodge, elected Senior Grand Warden in 1969, Deputy Grand Master in 1970 and Grand 
Master in June 1971. 

In 1971, he was presented with an honorary life membership in the Order of DeMolay. He 
also received the DeMolay Legion of Honor the same year. For many years, Dr. Sichel was 
Chairman Coordinator of the Masonic Blood Bank. 

J. Edgar Hoover, 77, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investrigation for its first 48 years died 
in his sleep May 2,1972. He served eight presidents during his term as Director and was 
responsible for development of the FBI as our premier law enforcement agancy. Brother 
Hoover was raised iop the sublime degree of a Master Mason November 9,1920 in Federal 
Lodge No. 1 in Washington D.C. He was a Mason for 52 years and during that time he 
received many honors including; being coroneted a Thirty-third Degree Inspector General 
Honorary and the Grand Cross of Honour jin 1965, both from the Scottish Rite. 


One Hundred Twenty-Second Annual Communication, At Portland , 1972 


Grand Master Martin Sichel opened the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge June 14, 
1972 with representatives present from 175 Chartered Lodges. 

M.W. Brother Martin S. Sichel next delivered his message, which comprised a comprehensive 
account of the wide spectrum of Masonic activities and endeavors during the year. He 
concluded his message by citing an edict he had issued April 29,1972. This edict abolished 
separate District No. 40, which had formerly been created to serve exclusively Oregon 
Military Lodge No. 223. The final two paragraphs of the edict red as follow: 
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"Recent events and changing regulations of the military establishment have made 
questionablke the value of maintaining a separate District No. 40 for Oregon Military Lodge, 
therefore; 

It is my Edict that District No. 40 be abolished and Oregon Military Lodge No. 223 continue to 
be considered a Military Lodge serving the needs of our U.S. Citizens in the military and 
related occupations in the Frankfurt area and that the Worshipful Master and Secretary of 
that Lodge make all necessaary and pertinent reports directly to the Grand Master thru the 
Grand Secretary's Office." 

The Grand Master's message was followed by reports of the numerous committees. Once 
again, it was reported by jRW Brother Dexter Elliott, Grand Secretary, the jurisdiction 
suffered a loss in membership. On the plus side, he said 420 were raised; 127 were reinstated 
and 288 were affiliated for total "gain" of 825. On the minus side of the equation, he found 
92 members transferred; 67 demitted; 59 withdrawn or severed plural memberships and 
1,012 died-a total loss of 1,716, or a net loss of 891. Total membership as of December 31, 
1971, was 36,948. 

The Grand Secretary also reported that 352 Fifty-Year Emblems were presented to Oregon 
members and 39 presentations were made for other jurisdictions. 

Members of Lodges purchased 407 Life Memberships during the year, adding a total of 
$53,843 to life membership fund. Total Life Memberships as of April 30,1972, numbered 
10,652, which represented a total sum of $1,367,856. This fund produced a net income of 
$80,263. 

The Grand Lodge expended $411,512 for charity during the year, mostly for the Home and its 
guests. Per capita charity expenditure was $11.14 as compared with $9.95 the previous year. 

Robert Mudrick, District Deputy of the Grand Master for District No. 33, made the second 
report of note. jAs chairman of the annual Grand Master's Eaaster Breakfaast program 
Brother Mudrick peresented a check for $1,600.09 for the Home Endowment Fund 
representing receipts for this year's breakfast held in the Masonic Temple at 1119 S.W. Park 
Avenue, Portland. R.W. Brother Mudrick reported approximately 1,800 guests were served 
between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. One hundred and twenty-five volunteers consisting of 
Freemasons, Eastern Stars, Rainbow Girls, Job's Daaughters, DeMolays and representatives of 
other concordant orders pitched in to assist both in the serving of the guest and the clearing 
of tables at the conclusion of the repast. 

M.W. Brother Sichel, speaking as chairman of the Masonic Blood Bank program, reported 
that from May 31,1971 to April 1,1972,143 patients in Oregon, Washington, California, 
Massaxhusettes, Arizona and Nevada had received 836 pints of blood from the banks, of 
which 31 pints were used in the Shriners' Hospital for Crippled Children. To obtain this 
backlog members of 72 Lodges gave 1,101 pints and members of the Eastern Staar donated 
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193 pints for a total of 1,294 units. The amount left in the bank at the end of the fiscal year 
was given to charity in keeping with long-standing custom. 

Edwin A. Troyer, Senior Grand Warden, said 42 families had received $36,315 from the 
education assistance program. 

Probably the most important item of legislation enactd during the 122 nd Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge was that which increased Grand Lodge per capita from 
$4.50 to $5.00 per year. This legislation received an almost unanimous vote. Other legislation 
adopted provided that appropriate jewels be attched to the neck chains or collars of Grand 
Lodge appointive officers similar to the identifying jewels previously worn only by elective 
officers. Other items were one that called for the mailing by the Grand Secretary of annual 
returns by March 31 of each year with constituent Lodges to complete and return same to the 
Grand Lodge office by the following April 10. Another fixed the cash balance in the general 
fund at a level of $250,000, an increase of $100,000. Another authorized an expenditure of 
$4,750 for locked display cases for the Grand Lodge Museum. 

As 1972 drew to a close Masonry was saddened by the loss of M.W. Brother Harry S. Truman 
on December 26, in Kansas City Missouri. Harry S. Truman became a member of Belton Lodge 
on January 30,1909. He was active in establishing Grandview Lodge in 1910. He was 
appointed to the office of Deputy Grand Master for the 59 th District in 1923. He became 
Grand Master of Missouri in 1940. 

Harry S. Truman served in many elected offices during his life. From 1934 to 1944, he was an 
U.S. Senator. In 1944, he became Vice President of the United States with the elction of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He had served 82 days when Franklin D. Roosevelt died in 
office on April 12,1945. Brother Truman was elected to President following this, but he 
refused to run for a second term. 

President Truman authorized the use of 2 atomic bombs on Japan on August 6 and 9,1945. 
Japan unconditionally surrendered on August 14,1945. He led the reconstruction of Western 
Europe with the Marshal Plan and the Berlin Airfift. He led in the establishment of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organiztion (NATO). He was also the first president after Reconstruction to 
have Civil Rights legislation, including his move to desegregate the Armed Forces. All this 
happened in his first term. 

In 1947, the structure of the White House had not been changed since the British burnt it to 
the ground in the War of 1812. There had been three minor repairs to the building but they 
had only compounded the problems. Congress knew of the problems and had passed 
resolutions but had been slow to appropriate money. In 1948, the repairs started at a cost of 
five and a half million dollars. During repairs, which included the digging of two sub¬ 
basements, bricks with the square and compasses on the backside were found. The bricks had 
been used in the original construction. President Truman had one brick sent to each Grand 
Jurisdiction. Oregon's can be seen at the Grand lodge Museum. 
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In 1949, M.W. Brother Truman gave Klamath Lodge No. 211 permission, in perpetuity, to 
confer a Master Mason Degree in a campground located in Crater Lake National Paark. This 
tradition still continues and the Crater Lake Outdoor Degree has become one of Oregon's 
premier summer events. 
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Tracing Boards 


Today in Masonic History: 



The Tracing Board is used in masonic education and lectures. 

A Tracing Board is used in masonic degree work to illustrate ideas and principals put forth in 
it's degrees. The origins of the Tracing Board go back to the masonic lodges in the 18 th 
century and before. 

In the beginning of Freemasonry, in England and around the world, Freemasons did not meet 
in a lodge hall. Instead they rented out the back room of a travern once a month, or however 
often they held their meetings Appropriate diagrams and other items indicating the lodge 
were drawn, often with chalk, on the floor of the tavern to indicate the information that they 
needed to convey in their degree work. 

Some historical reference has the Tyler, probably as part of the ritual of the time, drawing a 
rectangle on the floor. Possibly to represent the security of the room as would be the Tyler's 
responsibility. As the degree progressed, the Worshipful Master or other officers of the lodge 
would fill the rectangle in with appropriatte images. Most of which we would probably not 
recognize as being part of moderm freemasonry, particularly as you go back ito the 18 th 
century and before. 

After the degree was complete, the candidate would be directed to remove the chalk 
drawings with a mop and bucket. This would be a reminder of his oath of secrecy. 
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During non-degree meetings they would still draw the chalk drawings as a reminder to the 
brothers of the lessons that the fraternity has taught. 

Sometime in the 19 th century as symbols were adopted by the fraternity more permanent 
mechanisms were used These ranged from painted boards that could be displayed or carpets 
that could be laid down for candidates to see. Despite the fact that these had come into 
vogue in the fraternity at the time, most Grand Lodges discourage their use since they were 
now a permanent display and could not be erased with a simple swipe of a mop. 

By the 20 th century the idea of the Tracing Board began to die out. Logically this probably 
coincided with more and more lodges moving from the back room of a tavern and into their 
own buildings. The idea that the lodge had to be 100% portable, sometimes referred to as a 
"lodge in a box", had gone away and it was now easier to have more permanent displays or 
larger items that could be used to illustrate the ideas and principles of Freemasonry. 

Several examples of Tracing Boards still exist and can still be used to relate the concepts of 
Freemasonry to a candidate. 


www.masonichosting.co.Mk/Ashlar/ 

www.circlepublications.com 

http://themasoicroundtable.com/ 

Be sure to check this web site. They have a lot of interesting information. 

<TODAY in Masonic History> 
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TODAY in Masonic History 

Brotherly Love by Robert Morris 



By one God created, by one Savior saved, 

By one Spirit lighted, by one Mark engraved, 

We're taught in the wisdom our Spirits approve, 

To cherish the Spirit of Brotherly Love, 

Love, Love, Brotherly Love - 
This world has no spirit like Brotherly love. 

In the land or the stranger we Masons abide, 

In forest, in quarry, on Lebanon's side; 

Yon temple we're building, the plan's from abocve, 
And we labor supported by Brotherly Love. 

Though the service be hard, and the wages be scant, 
If the Master accept it, our hearts are content; 

The prize that we toil for, we'll have it above, 

When the Temple's completed, in Brotherly Love. 
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Yes, Yes, though the week may be long, it will end,- 
Though the temple be lofty, The KEY-STONE will stand; 
And the Sabbath, blest day, every thought will remove, 
Save the memory fraternal or Brotherly Love. 

By one God created, -come, brothers, 'tis day 
By one SPIRIT lighted-come, brothers, away! 

With Beauty, and Wisdom, and Strength to approve, 
Let's toil while there's labor in Brotherly Love. 


This is an article from May 21, 2008. It is an excellent write up and gives you a glimps at the 

background of Freemasonry in Idaho. 

"Brotherhood: Freemasonry's Mark On Idaho" 

"Brotherhood: Freemasonry's Mark On Idaho" opens May 24 and runs through August 31 at 
the Idaho State Historical Museum, 610 N. Julia Davis Drive in Boise, Id. For more information 
call 334-2120. 

Cowboy crooner Gene Autry and Revolutionary War traitor Benedict Arnold? Frontiersman 
Daniel Boon and Bugs Bunny voice Mel Blanc? Prime Minister Winston Churchill and singer 
Nat King Cole? Or heavyweight Champ Jack Dempsey and Sherlock Holmes creator Arthur 
Conan Doyule? What could these men possibly have in common? 

Check The BoiseWeekly and learn about what is going on in Idaho Masonry. The Masons 
population has gone up and down like everywhere else. The history of Idaho Masons will be 
on display this summer. You need to check it out. 

httDs://www.boiseweeklv.com/boise/on-the-level/Content?oid=936732 


In Florence, the Siuslaw Pioneer Museum will have a display for the Florence Masonic Lodge 
Number 107. Siuslaw Pioneer Museum, 278 Maple Street, Florence, OR., (541) 997-7884 If 
you like history, take a road trip to Florence. Besides the Historical Society we also have the 
Central Oregon Coast Military Museum, on Kingwood, in front of the Florence Airport. (541) 
902-5160 

You should always call ahead to check on the hours these organizations are open. 
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NEVER 

look down 
on someone 
unless you're 

Helping 

them 

up 




